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From September 16, 2020, SAl will hold a poster exhibition by John Heartfield (John Hartfield), a dadaist

and artist from Berlin, Germany who was active mainly in the 1920s.

Despite the prosecution by the Gestapo for unpatriotic act under the rule of the Third Reich in Germany,
John Heartfield devoted in producing his own work with a technique called "Photo Montage" which used
multiple exposures, and the synthesis of existing photographs and pictures. As a communist member of
the Berlin Dada group active from 1910 to 1920s, he described himself as a "Montur (assembler) Dada"
who conducts the use of art to secularize political information and communication. He vividly and
painfully expressed propaganda against the insanity of war and politics in the magazine "AlZ (worker's
picture)"as a countertool for popular culture, along with his younger brother and the editor, Wieland

Herzfelde, and the caricaturist, George Grosse.

The creation of works done by his detailed research into collage, typography, and printing techniques
can be interpreted in relation to the ideas of Gustav Kruzis and Alexandre Rotchenko of the
constructivist Russian Avant-Garde based in Russia at the time, and represent the transformation of the
value of art including from editorial concepts such as photography, text, layout, and semantic

manipulation to creations.
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This exhibition will focus on the artist John Heartfield, who showed the importance of the expression with
his commitment even at the risk of his life, and will display mainly original photo montage posters. We
welcome this opportunity to renew our dedication to expanding the potential of the art that unites politics

and the masses, whichiis strongly linked to our times.
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